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| mr JI amnys Bonnw Mi exator. 

_ Die Foyu penult. Maii. Sefl. I. 
The Letter from the Presbyterie with 
the eArmy im England, to the 
(General Aſſembly: 


RicurTRuvtxktne; 


Aving the opportunity ofthe farting of 
this Venerable Aſſembly, we thought 
our ſelves obliged to render ſome ac- 
cotnpt of the eſtate of our Aﬀairs. It 
hath pleaſed the Lord to exerciſe us 
fince our out-coming , with many 

| ſtraits and difficulties , yet in the mids 
Ti] thereof he hath wonderfully upheld 

2/1 arid carried us through: The depth of 

— hiswiſdome hath \pndcd 6 for a 
time from any great ation, to make us walk humbly before him, 
andto keep us ina continuall dependance upon himſelf: And yer 
he hath by his own power ſcattered before us the great Popiſh 

Army,and much diminiſhed the number thereof, ſo that they do 
not now appeare againſt us in the Fields , that all gay leatne to 
truſtin 5 O D, and notin Man: It was fatte from our thoughts 
and intehtions to have come this length at that inſtant when the 
courſe of Divine Providence pointed out our way urito us, which 
led us on by ſome long and ſpeedie marches to joyne with my 
Lord Fairfox andhis Sonne their Forces. The City of To#k, 
wherein a ſwarme of obſtinate Papiſts have taken ſanRuary, 
is blocked up; now and then God favoureth us with ſucceſl 
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2 +. TheGenerallelſſembly, 1644. 
in ſome enterpriſes abqur-it.,. and wee look for more if the 
time be come which he hath appointed for the deliverance of this 
People. _ © <4 
Our Soules da abhorre the treacherous attempts vf out dif- 
natured Countrey-men , that have endeavoured to make their 
native Kingdome a ſeat of Warre ; and our bowels within us are 
moved tothink upon the maine miſchiets, ifnot tymeouſly pre- 
vented, that may folloy/ upon the unnaturall Warres there; like 
d unto theſe under whichthis Kingdome hath groaned for a long 
time. We have found none more malicious and cruell againſt us 
than theſe of our own Nation, and we meaſure thoſe at home,by 
theſe here; Carſed be their rage, for it u fierce , and their anger for i# 
i cruell. The preſent danger calls upon all ro lay out of theit 
hands what ever may hinder their haſte , as one Man to come to- 
gether for ſaving the Vine-yard that the wilde Boares would lay 
1 waſte, and taking the Foxes that would deſtroy the Vines: You 
E-- . © are, right Reverend, now ſet upon the higheſt Warch-tower, 
| from whence you may diſcover the dangers that threaten on all 
coaſts ., and wee need: not put you in minde to give warning to 
the Watch-men in their ſeverall ſtations ; to rouze up the People 
from their roq great ſecurity ; to call them ro unteigned Humi- - 
liation, and to Nlirre them up to wreſtle with G O D by prayer 
that hee would preſerve Truth and Peace at hotne againſt the 
machinations of Malignants ; that hee would prepare the Peo-= 
le here, and make them more fit toembrace the intended Re- 
ormation ; .and that hee would command theſe unnaturall and = > 
bloudy Warres to ceaſe, that Religion and Righteouſneſſe may 
flouriſh through the three Dominions. Praying G O D to ſend 
upon youthe Spirit of truth , who may lead-you in all trath, 


| EA e remaine 


MidAle-thorp, 20. Mait 
1644+ Tour loving Brethren, The Preſ- 
byterie of the Scottiſh Army 
in England, 
Maſter R os ER T Douctas 
Moderator in their name. 
- 


The 


UMI 


"The Petition from the dif reſſed Chriſtians ; 
- inthe Nonh of Ireland. hoy 


To the Reverend and. Honoutable Moderator and remanent 
Members of the Generall Aſſembly of Scaland, conveencd at 
Edinburgh in May 1 644+ 


The humble Petition of the diſtreſſed Chriſtians in 
| the North of Fr 4 


Humbly ſheweth, 


2 Hat whereas your former enlarged bounty, and 
our preſent overflowing ſtraits would require a 
frgens acknowledgement of the one , and z 
SEN 29 1erious repreſentation of the other ; Our caſe is 
Us ſuch , as neither can be expected at our hands, 
EZCED ><A being ſtricken with aſtoniſhment,and tull of the 
furie of the Lord. We are theſe indeed who have ſeen aRMiction 
by the rod of his wrath : So that it were more fit, we had a Got- 
tage in the Wildernefle amongſtthe Owles to-mourn our our int 
bitrered Spirits, then that by ward or writ we ſhould competre 
before any of his People : Alchough you' cannot be wearted in 
wel-doing , yet we ſhall no way think it ſtrange, if now you ſhall 
give over any more care of us ; Seeing the Lord hath teſtified 
againſt us, and the Almighty hath afflited us. Your judgement 
1s with the Lord , and your reward is with God , not bnely for 
your two years viſiting and watering a barren: vineyard; bur alfo 
for your zeale and care to have your Reformation ſpret| among it 
other oþpreſt and borne-down Churches -, whereof you have 
piven an ample and famous teſtimony in ſending hither that _ 
leſſed League and Covenant "which wee much delired and 
longed for , as by our Petitions ro the Church and State of our 
Native Kingdome is knowne unto you 4 which bath had a wiſh- 
ed and gracious ſuccefle by the favour and- blefling of Got, ac- 
companying the pains of theſe ro whom the tendering thereof 
was intruſted by you. And we-conceiving a chief part of our mi= 
ſerie to conſiſt in out want of opportune to joyne bur ſelyes 
with the People of Godin the foreſaid League , Eſteetding our 
ſelyes teje&ed of God and unfit ro be joynet ih any comfortable 
fellowſhip in the Goſpel with them ; whenthe {aid Leagueand 
Covenant was preſented to the Regiments 3 Wee made bold ro 
lay hold upon the opportunity ( though afflicted abjeAs ) and 
cheerfully and unanimouſly joyned our ſelves thereunto : Thar 
if wee periſh in our miſery , wee may die a Covenanted People, 
and, if our miſerable lite be prolonged , we may finde ſhelter and 
A3 | refreths 
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youthan of before , an accompliſhment of what is agreed into the 


' Covenant , which ye bountitully expreſſed before we were one 


with you , to yournever-dying-commendation. We are nothing 
ſhaken in our minds with the odious aſperſions of '{editioh, com- 
bination againſt the King,and overthrow of Municipal Laws,&c, 
( wherewith our Covenant is branded ) nor with the threats of 
theſe who ſhould be comfortable to us in our troubles : But are 
the more cncouriged to beleeve that God ſhall raiſe up the Ta- 
bernacle of David thar is fallen., and repair the breaches thereof ! 
For, ſince we Covenanted with God , and united our ſelves tg- 
gether, our dying Spirits have revived , and we (ing like theſe 
who have come forth from their Graves, for God hath had mer- 
cy onFacob: In teſtimony whereof he hath opened the bowels 
ofthe Churches of Holland , who were ſtrangers to us, and yet 
dear Brethren , and tender Sympathizers with our afflictions and 
ſorrows, who , when theſe who were left of the Sword were iti 
danget to dye by famine , did plentifully relieve us in our ſtraits, 
not onely by comfortable encouragements to walk bumbly with 
God ; and wait for him who hides his face from the houſe of 
Facob fora ſeaſon ; but alſo by their rich ſupply in Vieudls atid 
others neceſſar for our relief and comfort , which we humbly de= 
ſire our Lord to repay ſeven-fold in their boſome. , and becoing 
your Supplicants to joyne with us in a gratefull acknowledge= 
ment of their ſingular favours 5 And upon the heels of theſe ta- 
vours you have continued your unparalelled compaſſions in keep= 
ing your forces and enabling them, rogether with the other Fot- 
ces, for avenging the crue[l murders , and effuſion of Chriſtian 
blood in this Land , notwithſtanding of your owne myltiplied 
difficulties. The Lord hath begun to delight into us, and in4 
day of ſalvation hath helped us ( So happy are the people who 
are in Covenant with God, ) We are theſe ( indeed ) who may 
juſtly be burnt up for our unfruitfulneſſe in the dayes of out plen- 
ty, and ſtubborneſle in the dayes of our aflition , which hath 
brought us ſo low , that where we once enjoyed a bleſſed plenty, 
we muſtnow beg ofthecrumbsrhar fall from your Table £ Wee 
cannot difſemble , but ſo farre as we can diſcern our owne heatts, 
we would preferre the joyfull ſound of the Goſpel ro our mich 
wiſhed Peaceand precious lives: Burt it may be liſcemed » yok 
Conſultations of before have been guided by the Spirit of che 
Lord in that when wee twice in our forward haſting defies 
begged the preſent looſing and planting of ſome Miniſters 
amongſt us ; you judged it more convenient to ſupply us by 
turnes, as foreſeeing that our Captivity was likely to- endure t 
Our hopes are ſd far revived, that we truſt ro ſee rhe day when he 
ſhall rake the Cupottrembling out of our hands,and putit in rhe 
hands ofthem that afflicted us. And 
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T he Generall Afſembly, 164.4. 5 

And therefore , if youaccountus fellow-partners of the Pur« 
cha.ſed Inherirance , Yet again ſuffer our neceſfitie ro plead with 
you, that as it hath been by the Committee of Bils already advi= 
fed , that a c ent number of Miniſters may begiftedto.us 
by your Commiſhon when they ſhall ſee the Calling cleared,the 
farne may be granted as a teſtimony of your confidence , and ex- 
peRation of our delivery ; And in the meane time ſome others 
tay be ſent by turnes to keep in the dying lives of above rwenty 
foure defolate Congregations , who are indanger to periſh for 
want of Viſion: And although we do profeſfle, we count not our 
felves worthy of ſuch favours, yet as we have reſolved to.dye 
with the cry of hope in our moyuthes to the Lards Throne, Soin 
obedience of the uſe of the means by him appointed , we ſtrexch 
out our hearts and Our hands to you for help , and have ſent ous 
Brother William Mackenua Merchant at Belfaſt , to attend what 
anſwer it ſhall pleaſe the Lord by you to xeturne unto | 


Your di Brethren 
FG, 


Subſcribed by Very many hands. 
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3. Funii 164.4. Antemeridiem, Sell. V. 
At for 3 rw Entrie of the new erefted 
resbyterie at Biggar, 


4 
—_— 


ID © DR He which day anent the Supplicatiqn ſubſcribed 
Id *S4N and given in to the General Aſembly by the 
J dog: Miniſters & ruling Elders of the Kirks of B:ggar, 
Fo. — F98g Stirling, Brochion Glenquhome, Zetecbs Cob Le 
DIAS oun,Symontoun,Covingtoun, Quothquen,Wel- 
8 Ns Th Benrand Dolphingronn,maaking 6 IB mA 
Generall Aflembly at Edinburgh in Auguſt 1643» years, by thejr 
AR of the date of the twelfth day of the famine moneth and 
r, did upon-good grounds , il after tryall and hearing of all 
arties tothe full, ere& a Presbyrerie ſear at Biggar ,to conſiſt of 
the Kirks above-written ; Andgranted to their Pregbyterje full 
wer of juriſdiction and qctinn Diſcipline, with all other Li- 
erties and P riviledges belongingto any other Presbyterie z but 
ſuſpended theentric and poſleffion of this new erefted Presbyte- 
rie,during the pleaſure ofthe Aſſembly : And therefore defirin 
the ſaid Generall Aﬀembly to ordaine and appoint the entrie anc 
poſſeſſion of the foreſaid Pregbytericat Biggar , now preleatiyy 
n 


” 


6 The Generall Aſembly, 164.4. 
Ando Declare, that it is their pleaſure, that the entrie and pb{- 
ſeſſion thereof ſhall be no longer ſuſpended ,. as the Supplication 
ptoports. Which Supplication being read in audience of the Ge- 
nerall Aſſembly , and thereafter the Commiſſioners from the 
Presbyteries of Lanerk and Peebles, and all others having emreſle 
to oppole the deſire foreſaid being publickly called, and the faids 
Commiſſioners for Pecbles and Lanerk perſonally preſent , being 
at length heardiin whatthey could ſay or alledge therein: And the 
faid Supplicationand deſire thereof, with the Alledgeances and 
Objections madeagainſt the ſawine, being taken to conſideratiort 
by the Aſſembly, and they therewith being fully and ripely advis 
ſed: The Aſſembly after removing ofthe Parties, and after con- 
ſideration of the premiſles and voycing of the foreſaid defire, Ot» 
daines the entrie and poſſeſſion of the foreſaid Presbyrterie of Bigs 
gar,conſiſting of the particular Kirks above-mentioned, to begin 
now preſently, And appoints and ordaines all the Miniſters and 
Ruling Elders of the foreſaids Kirks above ſpecified, whereof the 
ſaid Presbyrterie conſiſts, to meetand conveene as a Presbyterie, 
with all conveniencie, at the ſaid Kirk of Biggar , which is the 
Place and Seat of the ſawine Presbyrterie. And the Afſembly re- 
fers to the Commiſſioners to be appointed by them for the pub« 
lick affairs of the Kirk , to determine to what Synod this the ſaid 
new erected Presbyterie ſhall be ſubordinate; As alſo to preſcribe 
the order and ſolemnitics that ſhall be neceſſar for entring and 
poſſeſſing the Miniſters and Elders in the ſaid Presbyrerie, 


Funii 2. 1644. Sl. VI. 
At concerning the Declaration ſubſcribed by 
the Scottiſh Lords at Oxtord. 


He Generall Aſſembly having received a Copy of 4 

T ay Declaration, made and ſubſcribed at Oxford, ſent unto 
them from the honourable Convention of Eſtates,and 

having ſeriouſly conſidered the tenour thereof , doth 
finde the ſame to bea perfidious Band and unnaturall confedera- 
cy, to bring this Kirk and Kingdome to confuſion, and to be full 
of blaſphemies againſt the late ſolemne League and Covenant of 
the three Kingdomes , of vile aſperſions of Treaſon , Rebellion 
and Sedition,moſt falſly and impudently imputed to the Eſtates 
and rhe moſt faithfull and loyall Subje&s of theſe Kingdomes : 
And ſeeing it is incumbent to the Aſſembly to take notice there» 
of.and to ſtop the courſe of theſe malicious intentions, in ſo farre 
as concernes them , Declare that the ſubſcribers of this or the ' 
like Declaration or Band , or any that have been acceſſory. tothe 
framings 
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The Generall Aſſembly , 1644. 7 
framing, or that has been , ox ſhall be acceſſory tothe execution 

thereof, deſerve the higheſt cenſure of the Kirk : And therefore 

gives powerto the Commiſſioners of this Aſſembly appointed 

tor the publick affairs, to proceed againſt them to the ſentence of 
Excommunication, unleſte they make humble confeſſion of their 

offence publickly,in ſuch manner,and in ſuch places as the Com- 

miſſion ſhall preſcribe z Or otherwiſe to refer the tryall and cen- 

jure of ſuch Delinquents to Presbyteries or Synods as they ſhall 

think convenient» And when the ſentence of Excommunication. 
ſhal be pronounced,diſchargesPresbyteries orSynods to relaxany 

fro the ſentence, without the advice of the Generalil Aſſembly, 

or their Commilsjoners, niſi in extremis. And in reſpe& ofthe 

atrocitie of this Fa, the Afſembly in all humility , do ſerjouſly 

recommend to the right honourable the Eſtates of Parliament ro 

take ſuch courſe, as the perſons that ſhall be found guilty,may be 

exemplarly puniſhed, according tothe merit of ſo unnaturall and 

impious gn offence : And that ſome publick note of ignominie 

be put upon the Declaration and Band it ſelf , if their Honours 

ſhall think it meer. 


Att againſt the Rebells in the 
North and South. 


He Generall Aſſembly conſidering the juſt ſentence 
1 pronounced againſt the principall Actors in that Re- 
Sal bellion in the North and South, by ordinance of 

AF| the Commilſsioners of the late Aſſembly; And fin- 
== ding it moſt neceſſary,that ſuch as aſsiſted or joyned 
with them in that impious and unnaturall Fa, be likewiſe cenſu- 
red ; Therefore ordains Presbyteries and Synods reſpeitive , to 
proceed againſt them with the higheſt Cenſures of the Kirk , if 
they give not ſatisfaction by publick repentance ; And when the 
ſentence of Excommunication ſhall be pronounced , The Aﬀem- 
bly diſcharges the ſaid Judicatories to relax any of them from 
the ſentence , withour the advice of the Generall Aſſembly , or 
their Commilſsioners , 1:ſs in extremes : To whom alſorhe ſaids 
Presbyteries and Syriods ſhall be anſwerable for their diligence 
in the premiſles as they ſhall berequired. And the Afembly doth 
humbly recommend to the Honourable Eſtates of Parliamenr,to 
take ſuch courſe as the Perſons that ſhall be found guilty may be 
exemplarly puniſhed according to the merit and degree of their 
offence; 
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The Genevall Aſembly, 1644: 
Ag againſt ſecret diſaffetters of the Covenant. 


x7 Þ Generall Aſſembly underſtanding that divers Per- 
o ſons dil-affeed to the Nationall Covenant of this 
DJ T S Kirk , andto _e o_—_ _ rr wan; of 
Tal the three Kingdoms, do eſcape their juſt cenſure, ei- 
SOD ther by their hives and unconſtant abode in any 
one Congregation , or by ſecret conveyance of their malignant 
ſpeeches and practiſes; Therefore ordains all Miniſters to take ſpe= 
ciall notice when any ſuch Perſon ſhall come within their Paro- 


8 


ches, and ſo ſoon as they ſhall know the ſame, that without'des - 
lay they cauſe warn them to appear before the Presbyteries with-: 
in which their Paroches lyes.,, or before the Commiſſioners of 


this Aſſembly appointed for publick affairs , as they ſhall finde 
moſt convenient z, which warning the Aſſembly declares ſhall be 
a ſufficient citation unto them : And als that all Miniſters and El> 
ders delate to the ſaids Judicarories reſpedive, every ſuch diſ-affe- 
ed Perſon, although without their own Paroch, ſo ſoon asthey 
ſhall hear and beintormed of them. And the Aſſembly ordains 
the ſaids Commiſſioners not only to proceed to Tryal & Cenfure 
of ſuch diſaffeed Perſons, bur alſo to take a ſpecial account of the 
diligence of Miniſters, Elders, and Presbyrerics hetein reſpediv?, 


AF for ſending «MM iniſters to the Armie. 


P2297 He Aſſembly underſtanding that Miniſtets are not duly 
ſent forth to the Regiments of the Army , neither 
ſuch as are ſent duly relieved , which negleR falleth 
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ries intereſſed in the Regiments: - Theretore tor remedy hereof 
thinks it convenient that this order be keeped hereafter ; That a 
Liſt be made of three Miniſters by the Colonels , or in their ab- 
ſence the chief Officers of everyRegiment, with advice & conſent 
of the Presbyterie at the Army, & lent to Presbyteries here,or if 
the liſt be of Miniſters in divers Presbyteries ro the Commiſſio- 
ners of the General Aſſembly, that they may appoint one qut of 
that liſt to be ſent ro the Regiment, to attend them for perfottning 
Miniſteriall dutiesz.Moneths: And that the relief of Miniſters al- 
ready ſent or to be ſent hereafter ſhall be in the ſame thanner, 
And the Aflembly ordains Miniſters who ſhall be thus pond 
by Presbyteries or the Commiſſioners of the Aſſembly reſpe» 
tive , to repairtothe Armie with all diligence, under the paine 
of ſuſpenſion : And humbly recommends to the Honourable 
Eſtates of Parliament , to provide ſome way whereby theſe Mi- 
niſters may have due and ready payment of their allowance,from 
the time of their going from their charges here. Andait is decla- 
red that this order ſhall be alſo keeped for ſending forth of Mini- 
ſters tothe Regiments in the ſecond expedition: 

| Renova- 


out oftimes , by reaſon of queſtions among Presbyte« | 
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Renovation of the Commiſſon for the 


_ -Publick affairs of the Kirk: 


FRG He Generall Adſembly confidering that the 
YR Commiſſioners appointed by the laſt Aſſembly: 


Sx upon the ninteenth day of Auguſt 1643: years, 


minions ; And that now in reſpe& of the prefent condition of 
affairs in this Kingdome , their proceedings cannot be examined 
at this time: Therefore finding ir neceſlar that the ſaid Com- 
miſſion be renewed unto the Commiſſioners therein mentioned, 
and to the Perſons afternamed now thought fit to be added for 
the berter expediting of the bulinefle ; .Do hereby appoint the 
Perſons particularly nominate in the ſaid Commiſſion, vis. Ma- 
ſters, Andrew Ramſay , Alexander Henderſon , Robert Douglas, 
William Colvill , William Bennet , George Gilleſpie , Fohn Oifmald, 
Mungo Law , John Adamſon , Fohn Sharp , Fames Shayp, Wil- 
liam Dalgleiſh , David Calderwood , Andrew Blackhall , Fames Flee- 
wing, Robert Ker, Four Macghie , Oliver Colt , Hugh Campbell, 
Adam Penman, Richard Dickſon, Andrew Stevinſon, Fohn Lawder, 
Robert Blair, Samuel Rutherfurd, Arthur Mortoun, Robert Traill, 
Frederick Carmichael, Fohn Smith , Patrick Gilleſpie, Fohn Dun- 
can, Fohn Hume, Robert Knox, William Fameſon, Robert Marray, 
Henry Gathrie, Fames Hamiltoun in Dumfreis , Bernard Sanderſon, 
Fohn Levingſtoun, James Bonar, Evan Camron, David Dickſon, 
Robert Bailzie, Fames Cunninghame, George Toung, Andrew Affleck, 
David Lindſay, Andrew Cam, Williams Douglas , Murdo Mackeinzic, 
Coline Mackeinzie, Fohn Menrot, Waltcr Stuart Miniſters, Archbald 
Marqueſle of Argyle, William Earle Marſhall , Fohn Earle of Su- 
therland, Alexanaer Farle of Ezlintoun , Fohn Earle of Caſsils, 
Charles Earle of Dumfermeling , John Earle of Lauderdale , Fohn 
Earle of Lindſay , Fames Earle of Queensberry , Willizm Earle of 
Palhouſie, Archbald Lord Angivs, Femes Vicount of Dudhope, 
Fohn Lord Maitland, David Lord Elchs, Fobn Lord Balmerinoch, 
Fames Lord Comper, Sir Patrick Hepburne of Waughtoun, Sir Arch- 
bald Fohnſtoun of Wariftoun, Sir David Hume of Weddetbarne, Sir 
Alex ander Areskine of Dun,Sir William Cockbarne of aun, Sir 
Thomes Ruthven of Friel and, Sir Fames Arnot of Fervie,Sir Walger 
Riddall of thar Tk, Sir Lodowick Howſtown of that Ilk, Sir William 
Carmichael Fiar of that 11k, Maſter George Douglas of Bonjedburgh, 
Maſter George Winrame of Libbertoun , Laird of Brodie, Six Fohn 
Smith, Fames Deomftoun, Maſter Robert Earclay, Fohn Ratherfurd, 
William Glendanning , Fohu Sempill, Fohn Kennedy, and Maſter 
B 2 ' Alexander 
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Alexander Douglas Elders: And alſo Maſters, David Dalglciſh, An 
drew Bennet, Fohn Moncreiff, Alexander Carſe Thomas Wilkie, Faxes 
Guthrie, Henry Levingſtoun, David Drummond at Creiff, Fohn Hay at 
Renfrew, Fohbn Stran OT ny Falconer, John Pater- 
ſon,Gilbert Roſſe, Richard Mait = cg AT Campbel 
Miniſters, And William Earle of Glancairne, William Earle of Low- 


thian , James Lord Murray of Gask , Fohn Lord Teſter , Robart 


Maitland, Frederick Lyon of Brigtoun , Famcs Macdiwell of 
Garthland, David Beton ot Creich, Sir Fames Stuart Sheriff of 8zit, 
Sir Fohn Weemes of Bogie , Maſter William Sandilands Tutor of 
Torphichin, Archbald Sydſerfe , Lanrence Henderſon , Fames Stuart, 
Thomas Paterſon, and Alexander Fafſray Elders now added by this 
Aſſembly,rto meetat Edinburgh upon the fitth day of this inſtant 
moneth of June , and upon the laſt Wedneſday of Auguſt next, 
the laſt Wedneſday of November next, and upon the laſt Wed- 
neſday of February next;and upon any other day, or in any other. 
place they ſhal think meet: Giving and granting untothem,or any 
fifteen of them, there being twelve Miniſters preſent , full power 
and commiſsion to proſecute the ſaid work of unitic in Religion, 
and uniformitie of Kirk-government in all his Majeſties Domini» 
ons, andro do and performe all things particularly or generally 
contained in the ſaid Commilsion of the preceding Aſſembly, 
orin an Ad ofthe ſaid Aſſembly upon the ſaid 19. day of Au- 
,intituled, A Reference to the Commi(sion anent the Perſons de- 
1gned to repair to the Kingdome of England , and to treat and detet= 
mine therin,8 in all other matters referred unto them hy this A(> 
ſembly, ſiclike,and as freely, as if all theſe were hereinexpreſled, 
and as the perſons nominat in the ſaid former Commitſsion might 
have done by vertue of the ſaid AR and former Commilsion at 
any time by-gone, and withas ample power as any Commiſsion 
of former Generall Aſſemblies hath had,or been in uſe of betore, 
they being alwayes comptable and cenſurable for their whole 
proccedings hercintill by the next Generall Aſſembly. 


Renovation of the Commiſsion granted to 
the Perſons appointed to repair to the 
mgdome of England. 


WAP ErHc Generall Aſſembly , finding that the greae 
/ &f#| [ON Work of unity in Religion , and uniformity of 
| ( Ln Kirk-government in all his Majeſties Domini- 
, SWAG ons is not yer perfected, Do therefore renew the 
"{\2M\ 2 Pa Commiſsion me for that effe& by the pre- 
Ws Od &//7 ceding Aſſembly , unto the Perſons appointed 
to repair to the Kingdome of England upon the 19.day of Auguſt 
1643. in the laſt Selsionthereof, Giving and granting to the A | 
ons 
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| Tonstherein mentioned, the ſame power,t6 do all and every thing 


warticularly or generally contained inthe ſaid Commiſsion , in 
the ſame manner, and as fully, as if the ſame were herein expreſ- 
ſed, and as they might have done at any time by-gone by vertue 
ofthe former Commilsion: * 


The Aſſemblies anſwer to the Presbyterie 
with the Armie. 


Reverend and loving Brethren in the LORD, 


I2ZZBE received yours of the 17. and 20. of May , and 

RW were nach refreſhed - with the knowledge you gave 
| 2! unto us therein , of your ſenſe of our condition here, 
2342 and: of the Lords dealing with your ſelves there in 
your ſtraits and difficulties : We rejoyce exceedingly to ſee you 
make ſuch a bleſſed uſe ot the Lords delayes , for your further 
Humiliation and Dependence upon him : That SanQuary,your 
Enemies, and the Enemies of your G O D hathtaken, ſhall nor 
fave them : You have found by experience in your marches and 
maintenance , that events are not ordered by the propoſitions of 
men , but by the Providence and purpoſe, of G O D. There is 3 
time for every purpoſe under Heaven, and the Cup of the 4Amo- 
rites muſt be fled : Which being now full of every abominari- 
on , yea of the blood of the Saints , the cry whereof cannot but 
be heard in Heaven, and anſwered on Earth , preſageth no leſſe 
to us,than that the Lordstime of his deliverance of his own , and 
deſtruction of his Enemies draweth near. 

We are not unſenſible of your preſent eſtate, and by the Lords 

race ſhall be carefull, both here and with our Congregations at 
_ ro make all rake the ſame to heart. As forour condition 
here remembred with ſuch pious affetion by you, we doubt nor 
bur ye have heard what the Lord hath done for us; theſe happy 
beginnings of the Lords ſcattering our unnaturall Enernies in the 
North, gives us confidence of his aſſiſtance in the midſt of diffi- 
culties againſt theſe thar afſaule us in the South : Ir is nothing 
with the Lord to help whether with many , or with them thar 
have no power. 

The ſecurity of this Nation irideed is great ,. it is our part co 
blaw the Trumpet to give warning to the People, and to rouze 
them from that fearfull condition which threatneth ſo much de- 
ſertion. And tothis end we have injoyned a ſolemne Faſt , the 
cauſes whereof bcirig more particulatly conſidered by our Com- 
miſhoners here, will no queſtion be ſent unto you,that if the Lord 
pleaſe, you may joyne with us there in that Action. 

Wee have ſet down an order to be kept hereafter; for ſending 

: Minitters 
"* 
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Miniſters unto the Arthie ,' which the Clerk will ſend herewith 
unto you. Now the Lord our G O D, in whoſe Name his peo 
ple go forth againſt his Enemis,help and aſſiſt them , and covet 
their heads inthe Day of Batcell , and be their Refuge ; and bleſſe 
your travels and endeavours , for the good of their ſouls and his 
own glory. 


Edinbareh, ;. Jane Subſcribed in name of the General 
1644. Aſſembly by the Moderator. 


4. Tune 164.4. Sel, VII. 


The Letter from the (ommiſſuoners 
at London - to the Ge- 
nerall «Aſſembly. 


Right Honourable, Reverend, and Belovedinthe £0 R D, 


T was the earneſt defire of our hearts to have cothe uf 
co you at this time ; and to have brought with us the 
deſireabletruits of our weighty imployments and 1a- 
bours, toour common rejoycing in the mids of ſo tfid= 

ny troubles both here and there: bur our Lotrdin his wiſedome 
hath not judged it fitting, that this ſhould be thetime of our Joys 
full harveſt, and-otbringing our ſheaves, to be marter of ſacrifice 
to himſelf , and of ſhouing to us. Both Nations as yet doe but 

o forth weeping and bearing their precious ſeed, yer are we con= 
__ through J=sus Cur1st , thatas it isa ſeed-time , if the 
Labouters (although other men before us have laboured, and we 
are entred into their labours ) prove faithfull unto the end , the 
harveſt ſhall come in due time,and in great plenty, 

The common Directory for publick Worſhip it the Kirks of 
the three Kin is ſo begun ( which we did make knownto 
the Commmiſhoners of the Generall Aſſembly) that we could not 
think upon any particular Directory for our own Kirk, and yet i9 
not ſo tar perfected, that wee could preſent any part thereof uti- 
to your view : for alchough wee have exhibited unto the Gratid 
Cominittee(which is compoſed of ſome ofthe Members of both 
Houſes,and of the Afſembly , with our ſelves ) the materials of 
the publick Prayers ofthe Kick , the method of Preaching , and 
the order of adminiſtration of both Sacraments,and have the Ca» 
techiſme in hand ; yet are they hot throughly examined by the 
Commaitree,nor at all by the Aſſembly or Parliament, which we - 
cannot impute tony neglect or axnillingneſle, but tothe multl= 
plicity and weight of their affairs, by which they are ſore prefled, 
and above their power, The 
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The DireRory for Ordination of Miniſters. ( which upon the 
extreme exigence of this Kirk was much preſſed by the Parlia- 
ment) is agreed upon by the Committee and Afſembly,and ſome 
dayes paſt is preſented ro both Houſes , but hath nor yer paſſed 
their Vote. The Aſſembly hath'been long in debate about the 
Officers and Government of the Kirk ( concerning which, we of- 
fered the rwo Papers which wee drew up , according to the pra- 
Rice of our own, and other Reformed Kirks, and ſo neere as we 
could conceive, to the minde of the Generall Aſſembly, and did 
ſend ro the Commiſsioners of the Generall Aſſembly ) and hath 
paſſed many votes abour the one & the other,but hath notbroght 
their thoughts to ſuch ripeneſle and perfeCtion , that they could 
think upon the publiſhing of them , or preſenting them to your 
{ighr,nor is it in their power to do ſo, without warrant of Parlia- 
ment. Your wifedome will conſider that they are nota Generall 
Aſſembly, but ſome ſelec Perſons, called by Authority to give 
their advice in matters of Religion,that they walk in a way which 
hath not been troden by this Nation before this time, that man 
things ſeeme new unto them, and cannot obtain their aſſent, till 
they lee them clearly warranted by the Word of G O D;, Thar 
matters of the Government of the Kirk have been much contro- 
yerted here, and the prejudices againſt Presbyteriall Govern- 
ment are many and great ; Thar thetwo extremes of Prelacieand 
Independencie,which latrer is the generall claime ofall Sets and 
SeQtaries , have prevailed moſt inthis Kirk , and no otherthing 
known by the multitude butthe one or the other ; That ſuch as 
look coward the Government of the Reformed Kirks , finde a 
mighty party withinand without oppoſing them ; And that Re- 
formation and Uniformitie muſt therefore be a work ſo full of 
difticulry, that the hand ofthe moſt high G O D, which is now 
begun to be ſtrerched out in this Land, mult bring it to paſle. 

There was alſo preſented tothe Aﬀembly , a new Paraphraſe 
of the Pſalmes in Engliſh Meeter,which was well liked of , and 
commended by foe of the Members of the Aſſembly ; Burt be- 
cauſe we conceived that one Palme Book in all the three King- 
domes was a point of Unitormity much to be defired , we took 
the boldnes ( alchough we had no ſuch expreſle and particular 
Commiſſion ) to oppoſe the preſent allowing thereof , till che 
Kirk of Scotland ſhould be acquainted with it z and therefore 
have we now ſent an eflay thereof in ſome Pſalmes. We have al- 
ſo ſent another Specimen in Print, done by ſome Miniſters of the 
City. Your wiledome hes to conlider , whether it be meet to 
examine them by your Commiſsioners there , that their judge- 
ments be ſent up untothe Aſſembly here,both about the generall 
of Uniformity in this point,and about the particular way of effe- 
Eingit, whether by either of theſttwo , or by any other Para- 
phrate ; or by changing ſome expreſsions in the Books 
nov 
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now in uſe , which is aymed at by the firſt of theſe. two. | 

As we cannot but admire the good hand of (5 O D inthe great 
things done here already, particularly ; That the Covenant (. the 
foundation of the whole Work) is taken, Prelacie and the whole 
train thereof,extirpated ; The Service-Book in many places for- 
faken, plain.and powerfull preaching ſet up ; Many Colledges in 
Cambridze provided with ſuch Miniſters,asare moſt zealous of the 
beſt Reformation; Altars removed; TheCommunion in ſome pla- 
ces given at the Table with ſitting; The great Organs at Pauls8 of 
Peters in Weſtminſter taken down , Images and many other Monu- 
ments of Idolatry defaced and aboliſhed ; The C happel-royal at 
Whitehal purged and reformed; & all by Authority in a quiet mans 
ner at noon day, without tumult : So have we from ſonotable ex- 
perience,joyned with the promiſes of the Word,ſufficient ground 
of confidence,that G O D will perte&this Work againſt all op- 

ofition , and of encouragement for us all to be faithtull in the 
ork of G O D, which is carried on by his mighty Hand, that 
no man can oppoſe it, but he muſt be ſeen fighting againſt GOD. 
It is unto us ho ſmall matter of comfort, that we have heard of no 
Miniſter of the Goſpel ( except ſuch as the Kirk hath rejeted ) 
joyning with the Malighants there, in their ungodly and unnaty- 
rall afiRing of that Kinedome, whilethey areendcavouring the 
reliet of the afflicted in this Kingdome ; and we pray and hope, 
that they may carefully keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace, and walk worthy both of their hol calling , and of the 
great Work , which the Lord is working by his own weak ſer- 
vants in Kirk and Policy, 

Be pleaſed to receive a Letter from the Aſſembly, unto which 
you will return ſuch an anſwer as ſhal ſeetn good unto your wiſe- 
dome, and withall ( which is our humble defire ) ſome word of 
your thanktull acknowledgement of the reſpe& and favours done 
by them unto us. 

We havear all occaſions ſince qur coming hither , acquainted 
the Commiſsion with our proceeCings, and by the help of God, 
ſhall be induſtrious in obeying your dire&ions .and theirs, durin 
our abode here, which through the power and bleſsing of God, 
bringing the affairs of his own Church to a peaceable and bleſſed 
ſucceſſe, wee wiſh may be for a ſhort time, and unto which yout 
fervent prayers through Chriſt may be very effeuall , which 
therefore is the humble and earneſt defire of 


Worceſter houle; tour affeitionate fellow-labouring and fellow+ 
London,May 20. feeling Brethren in the Work of the Lord, 
I 644+ 


1.1 Alex. Henderſon. Sam.Rutherfurd, 
J 0;Maitland, Robert Baillie. George Gilleſpie, 
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The Letter from the Synod of Divines in 
the Kirk of England , tothe 
Generall Aſſembly. 


Right Honourable , right Reverend, and dearly beloved 
Brethrenin Jt $us Curtis rn, 


EED a He bleſſing and comfort of that ihviolable Uni- 


vo 58,5 2x42 ON Which our gracious G'O D hath vouch- 
Ne = Te {afed ro both Ciindar and Nations , gave us 

#9 * [©,99” opportunity the laſt year, to breath out ſome of 
DE 220958 our ſighs into your compaſhonate boſomes : 
EDIT 5 And ſuch have been the ſfoundings of your bow-' 
els, as have offered violence to Heaven by your efte&uall fervent 

rayers, and brought many ſweet refreſhings to our languiſhing 
Fatke by your pious and comfortable Letrers , in anſwerto ours, 

This makes us ſtudious of all means of acknowledging your 
render Sympathie, and of laying hold on all opportunities of re- 
pairing again to the ſame ſtreams of conſolation : for which end, 
as we cannot but contefle , that in the midſt ot thoſe boyſterous 
waves wherein we have been daily toſſed , wee have mer with 
many gracious and vinexpeted encouragements : ſo we muſt 
needs renew our former mournings,& rend our hearts afreſh unto 

ou, with greateſt inſtance for all the aſſiſtance that your Prayers, 
Teas, Learning, Piety, and Largeneſle of heart can poſſibly con- 
tribure to your poor afflited and ſtill-con —_— Brethren : And 
this we the rather beg of you, who, having bin firſt inthe furnace 
of affliction,and are come out of great tribulation, are meeteſt ro 
commiſerate, and beſt able ro comfort others in any trouble, by 
the comforts wherewith you your ſelves have been comforted of 
G OD. 

It was in our deſires to have preſented to your Venerable Af. 
ſembly,ſome of our deareſt reſpects in writing, by that eminently 
learned & much honoredCommiſſioner of yours,the Lord War:- 
ton; Bur his departure hence was ſo ſudden to us,& unepeRted by 
' us,that we could not have time (as his Lordſhip can inform you) 
to tender by him ſuch a teſtimony of our Brotherly and intimare 
affeftions , as way in ſome meaſure ſuite with yout manitold and 
moſt affectionate expreſſions toward us, when our fighings were 
many, and our hearts faint: Forſuch hath been your love , that 
no waters can quench it, and ſuchthe undertakings of the whole 
Kingdome of Scotland, through your furtherance , that we alrea- 
dy begin to reap the fruits of all that Piery ; Prudence , and Va- 
lour , which ar this day render your Nation worthily renowned 
inthe Chriſtian World ; and us, exceedingly ſtraitned and _ 

C elle 


io - "Re" 4 
- k k _ Mm - = r3 
s, - ” WW 
= - 
J - 
- q # 


Th \ wy k 4 
44 a | . gs 
(7 . *% S 

-” 


: p | : 4 4 4 bu 8 Mor My. 
©» ia Ly YCa"3 pd 4 
4 : 4 , 


A 


tr oe Et Ts. tie ” 1 
16- The General Aſſem bly, 1644. 
lefſe in our ſelves , untill G O D pleaſe ro open a way fot oll 
endeavours, to make ſome more an{werable returnes. 

Toward this, our thoughts and hopes were to have made, ere 
now , ſome proceedings of out Aſſembly legible in yours. But 
ſuch are the continued diſtrations which lye upon our ſpirits, by 
means of the {ad and bleeding condition of this Kingdome , as 
have caſt us much behinde our own expectations , and hindred 
that expedition which the neceſſities of this Nation , and the de- 
fires of our Brethren abroad, do earneſtly call for at our hands. 

Sometimes through GO D'S goodneſle wee have a proſpe= 
rous Gale : Sometimes againe , we faile like Pazl and his compa- 
ny , very ſlowly many dayes. And even then , when wee draw 
near the fair Havens , ſome contrary Windes put us out into the 
Deep again. We walk in paths that have hitherto been untrod- 
den by any Aſſembly in this Church : We therefore are inforced 
ro ſpend more time in our inquiries , and in ſeeking of GOD a 
right way for us , that at length we may put into that high way, 
the way of holineſſe , wherein Wayfaring men , though fools, 
ſhall noterre: And we will wait upon our G O D (before whom 
we have been this Day humbling of our Souls ) untill he lead us 
into all theſe Truths which we ſeek after, and we ſhall labour to 
be yet more vilein our owneyes , as finding by experience that it 
is not in man to direct his way. w 

Thoſe Winds which for a while do trouble the Aire, do with= 
all purge and refine it: And our truſt is that through the moſt wiſe 
Providence and bleſſing of GO D , the Truth by our ſo Jotig 
continued agitations,will be better cleared among us , atd ſo out 
ſervice will prove more acceptable to all the Churches of Chriſt; 
but more eſpecially ro you, while we have an intentive eye to out 
peculiar Proteſtation , and to that publick Sacred Covenant ett= 
rred into by both the Kingdomes,for Unitormity in all his Maje+ 
ſties Dominions. 

Which Work we carry on ( againſt what ever difficulties are 
caſt in our way ) with more eaſe and comfort , by the great ſedu- 
lity and ſeaſonable affiſtance wee daily receive from your Noble 
and Reverend Commiſſioners fitting among us: Their Prudetice 
will ( wedoubt not ) ſufficiently furniſh you with more particulat 
information touching our affairs : And here , we cannot but ac- 
knowledge that the aſſidious preſence of theſe our learned and 
highly-cſteemed Brethren among us , and their free and faithfull 
contributing of their counſels to us , doe oblige us much to a 
double duty ; the one of Thanks , which we now heartily reti- 
derto you , for ſending to usſuch excellent Helpers; the othef 
of Requeſt , which wee earneſtly make for their continuance 
= us , untill the Work bee brought up tothe finiſhing Cu- 

ite. 

Now, the Great Maſter-Builder ( without whoſe Almighty 
CONCUE- 
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concurrence;the Builders labour but in vain) accompliſh and per- 
fect all his own glorious Work in your hands;and in ours al{o, to 


his own Glory, the peace and edification of allthe Churches,and 
the comfort of our ſelves over all our travels and ſufferings. 


Weſtminſter , May 17, | 
1644. Your moſt affeitionate Brethren and 
ſervants inthe L 9 R D,by the di- 
rection , and in the Name of this 
whole Aſſembly, 


W1Ltitam Tw1ss=, Prolocutor. 
Corntrtivus Buxens, Aﬀeſlor. 
Henaxr RoBrOuGH , Scriba, 
Aboniram Brerizitd, Scriba. 


The Generall Aſſemblies Anſwer , to the right 
Reverend the Aſſembly of Divines in 


the Kirk of England; 


Right Honourable, richt Reverend.,and moſt dearl 
8 & of J 
belovedin our L O R D, 


dS AgE do thankfully acknowledge your reſpe&full 
DIAS remembrance of 'us by your Letters at all occa- 
« ſions , and not alittle rejoyce to ſee that happie 
g9Sg correſpondence and Chriſtian communion ſo 
p {weetly entertained amongſt us, which is ſo ac- 

23SS.28) ceptable in the ſight of the Lord, ſo pleaſant and 
rofitable , eſpecially when kept and entertained berwixt Kirks 
and Kingdomes abour affairs of higheſt and moſt publick con- 
cernment and intereſt: We have nothing more in our defizes than 
to entertain that harmonious correſpondence,that Chrittian ſym- 
pathie and compaſlsion, that ſounding and reſounding of bowels, 
which well beſeemeth Kirks and Nations , united by a ſolemn 
League and ſacred Covenant, for mutuall endeayours, by all law- 
full means , to a further unitic in that Faith once delivered to the 
Saints,and greater Uniformitie in Divine Worſhip, Dilcipline, 
and Government, according to the Paterne; 

The caſe and condition of your bleeding Kingdome is no lefſe 
ſenſible ro us,than if our ſelves were in affliction with you; but we 
truſt all is working ro your beſt,8&-to our Lords glory: That ſome 
of you hes fallen,it is to'try you,purge you,andmake you white:If 
the Lord by thoſe means be with that Reformation of his Ordi- 
nances , bringing alſo alongſt that other Reformation of hearts 
| C2 and 
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and lives,ſhould it not be welcomed with all joy, although ic bee 
on the.expence of blood and lives? The Lord will turn the by- 
rage of Man to his glory & your ſpiritualgood, the remnant 
of rage will hee reſtrairie. The Lord delivereth his owne by de- 
grees, he « with them in trouble , and delivereth them , and honoa- 
reth them; He who hath been ſenſibly with you hitherto,and up- 
holden you in yourtrouble,will we truſt, yer deliver you,and ho- 
nour you: The more ye ſow in teares , the greater ſhall be your 
harveſt of peace and joy, when the Lord, according to the dayes | 
wherein he hathaffiited you,and the years wherein yee have ſeen 
 evill,ſhall make you glad, and his Work to appeare unto you,and 
his glory unto your children: , and the beautie of the Lord your 
God to be upon you, and ſhall eſtabliſh rhe work of your hands z 
| yea,cven eſtabliſh the work of your hands. 
*, We ſhould prove both unthankfull ro God , and unfaithfull ro 
| men, did wee not hold out unto you the Lords gracious and pows 
erfull dealing with us in the like condition,and comfort you with 
the conſolations wherewith wee our ſelves have been comforred: 
We were involved in the like difficulties ; we had the ſtrong op- 
ficion of higheſt Authoritie ſet over two powerful Kingdoms, 
elide this of ours; and the unhappy providence of our wickedly- 
wiſe and wary Prelates, had done what.in them lay,to.make the 
Miniſtery ofthis Land ſworn Enemies to the intended Reforma- 
tion: So that we walked in a very wilderneſle, in a labyrinth, and 
as upon deep waters, wherein not onely did our feet loſe footing, 
X but alſo our eyes all diſcovering or diſcernning of any ground; 
yea, wee wereready to loſe our ſelves: Yet the Lord hath graci- 
ouſly rid us, and recovered us out of all theſe difficulties, and ſer 
our feet upon a rock,and ordered our goings. Theexpericnce wee 
have had in our own perſons , affoordeth us confidence and ho 
concerning your affaires; and wee truſt this hope ſhall not be dif- 
appointed ; it is our duety to hope upon experience , and it is the 
Lords word and promiſe, that ſuch an hope ſhall not be aſhamed. 
It cannot chooſe bur beger confidence in you, when yee ſhall con- 
ſider,that ye have ſeen before your eyes your neighbouring Ship 
of this Kirk and Kingdome, having (as it were) looſed from your 
ſide, inthe like or ſelf-ſame ſtorme, notwithſtanding all rofling of 
windes and waves, yet ( not by might,nor by power, but by the Spirit 
of the Lord of hoſts )to have arrived (ate and found to the Port and 
Harberiez yea,and to have dared eo put out again unto the ſtorm, 
to contribute her weak endeavours tor your help. 
Weacknowledge your impediments to be great and many; the 
ſufferings of your Brethren,the People of G O D, cannor chooſe. | 
but both damp your ſpirits ,” and divide your thoughts : Your '1' 
walking in an untroden and unknown way,muſt put you (though 
never ſo willing togo on ſpeedily, yer) ro rake time and leiſure ro 
ask for the right wayz and ye want nat the oppaſition of ſomea- - 
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moneſt your ſelves,to whom notwithſtanding we truft the Lord 
will reveale his truth in his own time. Nevertheleſſe {miichHo- 
noured and dear Brethren) go on couragiouſly' againſt the fiream 
of all oppolition , every Mountain in the way of Zerabbabel , the 
Lord ſhall make plain; and as many of you as are perfe&, be rhus 
minced,thar forgetting the things that are behinde, and looking 
to the things that are betfore,you preſie hard towards the mark;as 
having before you,not _— the prize of the high calling and re- 
compence of reward, bur alſoat the en! of this race, thefe rwo 
precious Pearls and ineſtimable Jewels of Truth & Unity;and all 
the Reformed Churches beholding and looking on, nor onely as 
wirnefles, bur alſo being ready to congratulate and embrace you. 
We were greatly refreſhed to hear by Letters from our Com- 
miſſioners there with you, and by a more particular relation from 
the Lord Wariſtoun now with us, of your praiſe- worthy proceed» 
ings,and of the great good thingsthe Lord hath wrought among 
| you,and for you : Shall it ſeem a {mall thing in our eyes, thar the 
Covenant ( the foundation of the whole Work ) is taken? That 
that Antichriſtian Prelacy with all the traine thereof is extirpare ? 
That the door ofa right entrie unto faithful Shepherds is opened; 
many corruptions,as Altars , Images , and other Monuments of 
Idolatry and Superſtition removed , defaced and aboliſhed , the 
Service-Book in many places forſaken, and plaine and powerfull 
preaching ſet up ; the great Organs at Pazls and Peters taken 
down Thatthe Royal Chappell is purged and reformed , Sacra- 
ments ſincerely adminiſtrate, and according tothe paterne in the 
Mount z That your Colledges,the Seminaries of your Kirk , are 
planted with able and ſincere Profeſſors © That the good hand of 
G O D hath called and kept together ſo many pious, grave , and 
learned Divines for {o long a time, and difpoled their hearrs ro 
ſearch his Truth by their frequent Humiliations,continuall Pray- 
ets, and learned and peaceable debates Should nor all and each 
one of thele ſtir up our ſouls to bleſſe the Lord, and render borh 
you and us confident , that he who hath begun the good Work, 
will perfe& it , and pur the Cope-ſtone upon i 5 That the beau- 
ry of a perfeted Worke may ſhineto all Nations , and we may 
lay and ſhout, Grace, Grace, nntoit , tharthetime may be when 
Full liberty and leaſure ſhall be to all the Builders of the Houſe of 
G OD, to give themſelves with both their hands co the build- 
ing up andedifyng the people of G O D in theſe things that be- 
long to life and Godlineſle, to the making of them wile to ſalva- 
tion,&throughly farnjſhed ro every good work,8& when the Lord 
ſhall delight ro-dwell more familiarly, and to wotk mote power- 
tnlly in, and by his throughly purifed ordinances * Thar you at- 
fliced and toſſed withtempeſts and not comforted , ſhall have 
your ſtones laid with fair Colours, your foundations with Sa- 
phires, your Children ſhall be taught of G O D , anc ſhall have ' 
great 
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eat Peace, and no Wea on framed againſt you ſhall proſper, 
= every tongue that riſerh againſt —_— in {of Sona ſhall bee 
condemned z That the Lord will awake as in the ancient dayes, 
as in the generation of old ; Thatthe Redeemed of the Lord ſhall 
come unto Zion with ſinging,and ſorrow and mourning ſhall flee 
aways» 

And as we are confident that the Lord who heareth Prayer, 
and hath promiſed to guide his ſervants-into all truth , will bring 
your labours to a comfortable concluſion : So do all the Refor- 
med Kirks, and the Kirk of Scotland above all others extreamly 
- long for the taſte of the fruits of their pious labours and continual 
pains : And ſo much the more,that we have ſuſpended ſome ma- 
reriall determinations amongſt our ſelves, upon expeation of 
Uniformity; andthar in the meane time {o many ſcandalous Pa» 

rs come to our view , and to the hands of the People here, for 

ibertie of conſcience , toleration of Secs, and ſuch Practices as 
are contrary to the DoQrine, Government , and Peace of all the 
Reformed Kirks. For ſtopping and ſupprefling whereof , as wee 
doubt not , but your Wiſedome, and the Authoritiy of the Ho+ 
nourable Houſes of Parliament will uſe ſome more effecuall 
means z So do we hope that your Determinations ſhall carry ſuch 
evidence of Divine Truth , and demonſtration of the Spirit, that 
thoſe unhappy Clouds of darkneſſe ſhall be ſo ſcattered, that they 
ſhall be no more gathered nor appear hereatter,to the diſhonour 
of God, the prejudice of his Truth , and the ſcandalizing of ſo 
many Souls for which Chriſt hath dyed. 

We doe with hearty thankfulnefle reſent all the kindneſſe and 
reſpe& you have ſhown to our Commiſſioners , and your high 
eſteeme of them in love for the Works ſake ; Although their pre- 
ſence here would be very comfortable unto us , very ſteedable to 
the publick , and neceſlar in reſpeR of their great and important 
particular charges and Stations , yer do we willingly diſpenſe 
with all,yea nothing ſhall be too dear unto us, ſo that this Work 
be finiſhed with joy , and Feruſalem made the glory and praiſe of the 
whole Earth : Becauſe of the honſe of the Lord our God, we will ſeek her 

ood : For our Brethren and Companions ſake, we will now ſay , Peace 

within her Walls, proſperity within her Palaces, 


Subſcribed in name of the Generall 

Edinburgh 4. June CA ſembly of the Kirk of Scot- 
16 44+ land , by the Moderator of 
the cAſſembly, 
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The Aſſemblies anſwer to their ('om- 


miſoners at London. 


Reverend and Belowed Brethres, 


T would have been the rejoycing of our hearts, and the 
lightning of our countenances, to have ſeen your faces, 
and injoyed your preſence here with us , eſpecially, 

Far ſhould yee have arrived unto us loaden with the ſpozls 
of Antichriſt , the Trophees of the Kirk of Chriſt , and the long 
longed-for fruits of your painfull labours : But ſeeing it hath 
pleaſed the Lord whoſe Intereſt in the buſineſle is main and prin- 
cipall otherwiſe to diſpoſe , it doth become us with all bumility 
to ſubmit to his good pleaſure , with faith and patience to attend 
his leaſure, for -e that beleeveth maketh not haſt:, and with more 
frequency and fervencie in prayer ſeek ro him who will be ſought 
fortheſe things , and having begun the good work will perfel? it, 
and double the benefit by beſtowing it in a more ſezſonable time 
unto us. 

We have not been a little refreſhed with your Letters ſent un- 
ro us and the Commiſhoners of the preceding Aﬀembly ; and 
with theſe from the Reverend Synod of Divines , the anſwer 
whereof you will be pleaſed to preſent unto them : By all which, . 
and more particularly by a full Relation from the Lord Wariſtoun 

a faithfull witneſſe and a fellow-labourer with youthere, we ſee 
and acknowledge that by the Lords bleſhing, the Progreſle of the 
Work is already more than we can overtake in the courſe of our 

thankfulneſſe, that your labours are very great, your pains unceſ- 

fant, your choughts of heart many, that ye endure the hear of the 

day ; but being confident of your patient continuance in wel-do- 
ing, and that your labours ſhall not be in vaine in the Lord , wee 
have renewed your Commiſſion , and returned the Lord Wari- 
ſon unto you,according to your defire , that = may proſecute 
that great Work which the Lord hath bleſſed ſo farre in your 
hands. 

When the Ordination and entry of Miniſters ſhall be confor- 
mable to the Ordinance of God, there isto be expected a richer 
bleſſing ſhall be powred out from above , both of furniture and 
aſſiſtance upon themſelves, and of ſucceſſe upon rheir labours; for 
which end as ourearneſt deſire is, thatthe DireQory for it may 
be eſtabliſhed z, ſo doe we exceedingly long to ſee the common 
DireRory for worſhip perfeted ', which, may prove an happy 
meane of that wiſhed for Uniformity in the Kirks of the three 
Kingdomes , ſhall ( we truſt ) dire& by all Rocks of offence and 
occaſions .of ſtumbling , and ſhall removeall chefe corruptzons 

where- 
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wherewith the Lords ſacrifice and ſervice hath been defiled, 

T har point concerning a:change of the Paraphraſe of the 
Pſalmes in Mecter , we have referred tothe Commiſſioners here, 
whoſe power and Commiſsion granted by the pteceding Afſem- 
bly, we have renewed and continued. 

Thar there be difficulties concerning Kirk- Government , wee 
think it not ſtrange for theſe reaſons you lay out before us, yet 
becauſe the mirids of men are ſtill in ſuſpenſe upon the ſucceſſe of 
the determination of that Reverend Aſſembly on the one hand, 
and upon the ſucceſſe of the Warre on the other ; which doth not 
a little faint their hearts and feeble their hands, borh you and we 
muſt be inſtarit with God and man for a finall determination of 
all theſe debates, and a happy and ſpeedy concluſion of this great 
affaire , ſo much concerning his own glory and the good of his 
Kirk, Now the Lord lead you in all truth , and give you underſtandin? 
inall things. 


Subſcribed in name of the 
ly by 


Edinburgh 4. June Generall Aſſem 
1644. the «Moderator, 


The eAſſemblies Letter to the Kirks 
in the Netherlands. 


Fratres in Domino plurimum colend), 
WR 2X Au wy eriore Eccleſiarum Zelandic arum nomt- 
Jy - 
2% 


BER ne, miſle ſunt ad nos Litere , ut eas commants toti:is 
p4 Eccleſie veſtre Belgice voluntatts teſtes fuiſſe in- 
p) terpretaremur , effectt bencvolentia veſtra tot tans 
| — riſqns officits nobu ſpectata + quam ſententiam nobis 
FN onfirmirant ea que Topioſe clariſsimus Eques D. 
Archibaldus Jonſtonus Variſtonus 7» foro ſapremo Fudex , a reli- 
quis tum Ordinum tum Eccleſia hujus Regni Delegatis Londino nox 
ita pridem remiſſus, in hac ipſa Synodo National: de eximio veſtro ergs 
nos ſtudio commemoravit : ti quanta fide , quam ſolicits dili- 
gentii noſtram , vel Domini potins noſtri Feſu Chriſti canſam , qua 
nunc Londini agitur, & promoveritis, &- promovere etiamnum (at4- 
gatis, Duo in negotio, ex its , quorum ab eo recitata andivimus nomi- 
na, ae propenſa reliquorum vV0luntate & cur, ut conciliande Eccleſia- 
rum Britannicarum unions feliciter ſuſceptaconſilia , veſtri ope & 0+ 
peri proſpcrum mature ſortiantur exitum , minim?) obſcura fecrmmn in- 
dicia. Sun hac tam illuſtria benevolentie veſtre teſtimonia , & in 0- 
mnium bonorum oculis adeo perſpicua , ut eorum memoriam nulla un» 
nam delere poruerint oblivia. Laboris autem & jam impenſs & porro 
fafeere? ad comroverſias in Synodo Londinenſi ſuborientes faliciter 
expte 
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expediendas & decidendas nequando peniteat, ex eo quem per divinam 
jam beneaictionem fructum cepiſtis , optima queg, in poiterum ſþerare 
conſentaneum eſt. 

Huic tam honorifice beneficiorum weſtrorum ctommemarationi 4 D, 
Variſtonio fate ſupervenerunt ex partibus Hibernie aquilonaribys 
Litere multorum Chirographis (ubſignate , Qui ſingular gratie in 
illam Eccleſiam divinitus cffuſe , ex quo tempore 4 8. faders 
rrium wunitorum [ub Rege noſtro Regnorum aamiſsi ſunt mention fa- 
* (ta, hujus inquiunt drvine benedictions ampliſsimum nuper habui- 
& ms teſt imonium, Saxctorum in Belgio liberalitatem cximiam ,, qui 
&« nobis, ignotzs licet & peregrints , fratres ſe noſtri amantiſsimos, & 
*« mulorum noſtrorum ſenſu tenerrimo compunctos aperte demonſtri- 
© runt. Pauculos enim nos gladio ſuperitites, & ſame propediem inter- 
6 uros, omnibus extremi circumventos , in ipſo articulo ſubleva- 
& runt : nec tantum oratione ad conſolationem compoſita nobis animos 
« confirmarunt , hortantes ut humultter incedentes Deum liberatorem 
© expectemus,qui non niſt ad breve tempus faciem ſuam 4 domo Jacob 
&« abſcondere ſolet, ſed ſubſidio inſuper opulento cum annone, tum alia- 
«© rumrerum ad noſtram in tants eofic relaxationem et ſolatium ne- 
«© ceſſariarum,copioſe nos refocillarunt .Tantam munificentiam cum ſup- 
& plices a Deo contendimus, ut ſeptuplam ipſis in ſinum rependat, tum 
& demi({s: vos etiam aty, etiam rozamnt , ut intanti benefti agnition? 
&« Fecleſius Belgicts nobiſcum-gratias agatis. Hec illi, In quo quidem 
officio ſo ills deſimus, in nos pariter &F illos graviter peccemmus. 

CAgnoſcimus igitur illuſtriſsimorum ex potentiſsimorum Hollan- 
diz,Zelandiz,al:orumg, Ordinum Belgicorum tam eximians bencfi- 
| Centiam : quibus non conniventibus modo & permittentibus (quad ip- 
ſum non vulgare beneficium habendum eſſet ) ſed authoribus etianm, mo- 
dumque & rationem preſcribentibus, exemplo quoque preeuntibus, in 
ſubſidium fratrum noſtrorum Hibernenſium collecta per Eccleſuas fa- 
ta ad ipſos mature deportata fit : CAgnoſcimus piorum in iiſdem Ec- 
cleſits Belgicis tam expromptam voluntatem & liberalitatem : agnoſ- 
cimus tantum benef:cium non in ipſos mazts fratres noſtros, quam: 1n il- 
lorum perſona in noſmetipſos eſſe collatum : Yoſque ( fratres Reveren- 
di) obnixe rogatos volumus gut quemadmodum nos ad omnem grati ani-- 
wi ſignificationem prompti ſemper errmus , ita qua vobis potiſsimum 
ratione commodum videbitur , illuſtriſsimis & potentiſsims Ordinibus 
noſtro nomine gratias agatis : populo autem Chriſtiano cur # veſtr com- 
miſſo tum publice univcrſo, tum privatim ſingulis, ut occaſio tulerit de- 
mmonſtretis quan honorifice de ipſis ſentiamus , & quanti faciamus tan 
eximiam benevolentiam & charitatem , qua in Ecclefarum Hiberni- 
carum conſolatione viſcera noſtra refocillaverunt. Ws autens veſtre 
fuerint partes, fratres chariſsimi, quam pio ſtudio &f labore, quam aſsi- 
duz diligenti tante charitatis ſemen in ſegetem ( maturan tandem 
meſſem provexeritis, cum nos libemtes agnoſcimus , tum rcs ipſa lo- 
quitur, & fructus opimus abunde tejtatur. Inprimis auten (.quod 
caput eſt ) tante gratie authorem & largitorem nos und -__ 
D clefits 


. 


SER, 
FRE, 


Y 
a 


4 ee edn 
24. T he Generall Aſſembly, 164.4. 
clefis Hibernicis laudamus celebramus : comprecantes ut in 0s uti« 
werſos, in Fcrleſias « Domino vobes commiſſas zn illuſtriſs1mos Belgil 
veſtri ordines Spiritum ſuum copioſe — , tut quemadmodum 14 
Rep. weitr adverſus hoſtem potentiſs1mum defendenda, & inter tay- «|» 
145 bellorum moles indies amplificanda , in Evangelii luce & verttate 
incontaminati contra inferorum port4s in veſtris Eccleſits propurnan= | 
di, atque inde latins propagandi , immenſa Dei vobts excubantis py= 
tentia,multiformis ſapientia,&y eximia beneficentia,per univcrſnm ter- 
rarum orbem hactenus celebrata ef ita bonus omnibus vos deinceps ru» 
mulare pergat idem fons omnis bonitatss , ut frementibus rel:gioms & 
libertatts veſt huſtibus , ſapientie & optimarum artium juxta ac ar» 
morum triumphoramque gloria inter nobiliſsimas gentes "4 veſtra 
federata quotidie magis emineat, Eccleſia ſacrorum puritate, & celeſtis 
— perſpicua refulgeat, eoque proſpere vobis cedant wes 
ftra pradentiſsima & aaberrims conſilia, quibus certiſsimum ad felt. 
citatem publicam compendium vos capeſſere demonitrates nec vobes tag= | 
tum con(ulitis, ſed de vicinis etiam Eccleſiis ſoliciti,qua oprra,qua cons 
ph flio opiouſque veſtris eas ſublevatis & confirmatis omnes , & qnaj; ele 
ſpecula untverſis proſpictentes de pericults imminentibus commonefact- 
. tis, & ad ruinam ab hottibus doloſe machinatam mature precauendant 
armat1is. 
Ergo quod anno ſuperiori, veluti figho dats, Reformatas onints Ec« 
cleſias miſsis ex Telandia litcris commonuistis,ut cum impoſtores, Jeſu 
nomen impudenter ementiti, caterique Antichriſti ſatellites , qud ſtcu- 
ris in populum erroribut Pontificiis faſcinatum graſſart , & puriores 
Chriſti Ecclefias fanditus extirpare queant, arctiſs:m4 ronjuratione [0+ 
ciati ad impia confilia patranaa ſeſe arcinxerunt ; Ita Ercleſie qnoque 
= Re formate ſine mora confilia in medium alacyiter conferant, & animoi 
ac vires conjungant, ut perniciem jibi otwnibus imentatam in hoſtinms 
Capita retorqueant : ni fecerint tam pudendz ignaviz excuſdtione apud 
poſteritatem carituri, conſilium non minis prudens & fidum, quam fit 
lix & ſalutare libenter & tum agnovimuws & nnnc pſo etiam event 
comprobammus, | 
Principio autem ad hoc conſequendum neceſſariimm videtur , ut ſine 
mora convolemus on:nes ad Deum noſtrum clementiſsjmum , qui poſt = 
quam Eccleſiarum Reformatarum mores minime reformatos mults ay- 
nts longanimitate ſus pertuliſſet, ferulam primum, mox etiam pladium 
vibratum interminatus, tandem rubentem & madidum ſuorumiue ſan- 
Tuine calemtem &+ ſpumantem per regiones plurimas jam iu circums 
tulit, in nos denique reliquos nunc intentat , niſs mature reſipuerim, 
& de domo ipſines amplius purganda , de gratia Domini noitri Jeſu 
Chriſti plurts facienda, de cultu Det ipſuſque inſtitutis religioſitts ha- 
bendis, de Sabbatho ejus [anttificando , 4 quo nimiim oculos noſtros a» 
wvertimus,t de moribus ad pietatis normam componendis mazis ſerid 
quam hattenus a nobis factum eſt, nobiſcum ſtatuentes cum populo Det 
ſub Nehemia , Joſia, reliquiſque piis Gubernatoribws , religioſs f@* 
dere percuſſo , tanquam firmiſiimo vinculo Deo obitricti , nos inter 
"ot 
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nos arctins adver(us hoſtes univerimus , ut avcriat Deus jam fuman- 
tem & capitibus noſtrig imminemtem iram , quam peccata noſtra pluri- 
ma & maxima adverſus nos provorarunt &-accenderiunt, 

| Non tantum nobis defermus, nondum eos renougto cum Deo fadere, 

& vets nuncupatis dignes edidimus fruits, ut noſtrum exemplum v9- 
bis proponere libeat: 'Yuqd tamen experti ſumus , de Dei erga nos gra- 
114,qued gratitudo 742 Dem \ quod gloria ipſius 4 nobis flagitat, ce- 
dare non andemius,” Dnecunque noftra male merita ſunt in coaſpeitu 
Dei & hommum, certÞ. ex quo die nos de Feligioſs fadere cum Deo & 
inter nos ineundo cogitavimus, 4 portis iniferorum revocari, & ies #d- 
ſtr omnes in Deum noſtrum neceſſarid. conjette melius habere cape- 
runt, feliciore hatenus ſucceſſu proceſſerunt. Quad ſi de feders hu- 
juſmodi religioſa ſocietate coeunda ( quod rerum veſtrarum + Religio- <a 
nis 18 Britannir ndſt74 ex federe huper inito perpur and & ftabili- 
ende commodo fieri poſsit:) weitre prudentie viſum fuerit cogitare, & 
ex conſilio eorum quorum antereſt ſtatuere , ac cum aliss Reformatis Ec- 

clefiis agere ( pro ea qua apud onmnes valetis gratth ) ut eandem vobiſ- 
cum incant rationem, non dubium eft , per Domini ac Dci noſtri benig- 
niſsiou Jeſu Chriſti im Eccle ſins ſuns gratiam, fore,ut non modo,quod 
certiſsimum adverſus impendentiamala perfugium anno ſuperiore miſe | 

ſos ex Telandia literis denunciaſtis, Eqcleſie Reformate aritioris ſacie- 2 
tatis vinculo intcr ſe unite ad hoſtium conatus impetuſque frangendos 
Forroborentur & confirmentur , ſed drsject1 etjam lapidaes Domus Dei 
per Germaniam ex rudere & cineribus redivivi recalligantur, ac glo- 
rioſum Domini noſtri Templum thidgm initauretur : & purioris Relt- 

Jionis Profeſſores in yu Eccleſits , fer teſipiſcentiam ad ewn qui per- 
cuſsit eos, reverſi, & quod nullis cane(cat (etal federe, Domins n0- 
biſcum coadunati, malis, ſub quorum pondere tot annos gernſcunt, tan- 
dem ſubleventur. nt dies longe optatiſfimns ſi per Dei gratiam ſemel 
iluxerit , de conſiliorum communione inter Reformatarum Eccleſrarum 
Synodes per Legatos & Literas conciliands iniri poſsit ratio, per quam 
Eccleſie hoſtes conipeſcaritur, bereſes opprimantur, & ſchiſmata reſar- 
ciantar , pax cum Deo & inter Etcleſtzs firma conſervitur; & glorio- 

ſum Dei opus in Evangelio per orbens terrarum propagando , & Anti- 
ebriiti regno abolendy promoveatur. Quod ut optandum, & ſperan- 
dum, pits oF prudentibus veſtris meditationibus , ut bonum ſemen fe- 
rundiſsimo ſolo commendammus, 


Edinburgi, 4. Junii Veſtrz Dignitati & Fraternicati addi- 
15644, Qiſſimi,Paſtores & Seniores Natio- 
nalis Synodi Scoticanz , & noſtro 

omnium nomineac mandato 


_. DIRECT. Ja. Boxak Moderator. 
Eceleftis Dei , que ſunt in winitis 
Hollandiz,Zelandiz, aliiſque 
feterati Belgii Provinciis. | 

| D3 Ordinance 


UMI 


«6. Th-Gnrallotfobbh} 1824. 
 Ordmance concerning Burſars.' | 


——JHc Aſſembly underſtanding that the Overture fot "3 
Taz 4 maintaining Burſars, in the Aſſembly holden inthe 
ll year 1641. upon the 7. of Auguſt, Seſl.. 15, is ne- 
WS "SEA yer yet put in practice : Do therefore Ordain.Preſ- | 
==>) byrteriesto put the ſame in practice with-all dili- 
gence, and to make account thereof tothe next Aſſembly, 


Ordinance for wp-lifting and im loying Pe- 
nalties contained in As of Parka- 
ment, upon pious uſes, 


JHe Aſſembly underſtanding that theexecuting 

of ſome \laudable As of Parliament; made 
againſt Non-Communicants and ExcommuNni- 
9 care perſons”, and of diyers-other Ads contain- 
ing pecuniall pains for reſtraining of Viee , and 
We & advancing Picty , is much neglefted by the 
ſlowneſſe of Presbygeries and Minifters , in ſeeking Exe- 
cution thereof t Therefore ordains Presbyteries and' Miniſters 
reſpetZia , tobe diligent hereafter by allmeans |, in proſecuting 
El and exa&t Execution ofalbſuch Ads of Parliament, for lift- 
ing the ſaids Penalties contained in the fame,and for tairhfull i= 
ployment thereof,upon pious uſes; and that every Presbyterie re= 
port their diligence herein yearly to Generall Aſſemblies, 


—” - 
4 
i 


Fl 


An Overture concerning Promiſes of Marriage 
made by Minors, to thoſe with whom they 
 havecommitted Fornication, 


OL22XFOrſameikle as it is found by experience , that me 
b © F Fe young men being put. to Colledges by their wel-affe- 
| [Fo Red Parents, that they may be inſtructed inthe know- 

CAD tedge of Arts and Sciences , tothe intent they may bee 
more able for publick Imployments in the Ecclefiaſtick and Ci- 
vill ſtate,that the ſaid Children hes committed Fornicationt And 
theWoman and her friends hes ſeduced the foreſaid Schollers be- 
ing Minors,to make promiſe of Martiage to the party with whom 
they have committed Fornicationz And thereupon intends to get 
the benefite of Marriage with the ſaid young men , not anely 
without the conſerit of their Parents, but to their great grief, and 1 
to the great appearance of the ruine and overthrow of their eftate: 


Which 1 


Which may be thecaſe of Noblemenand Gemlemenschitdren; 
as wel as otthefe of ather eft ares/& degrees:within the Ki | 
Wherefore if the Aſſembly think ir expedient, it wank& be decla- 
red that all ſuch promiſes be madenull and of none effec, eſpeci- 
ally where thea)aker of che'protiſe is Minop,; and gox willibg to 
obſervethe ſamjne , becauſe his Pqrenty will not conſent; but op- 
poſe and contradi@, threarningto-make him lofe \not onely his 
favour bur both bleſsingand.biryh-right-This Ordinance ſhal-nor 
onely be very expedient tor many good cavill cauſes , butis very 
con{onane and ag3eeablerothe'Word of God , and wilthes 

comfortable tomany Godly Parenes,wha otherwiſe may he dit- 
appointed of rheir pious intentions, and have'the comfort they 
expected, turned g0an heavy and:grievaus crofle, — 


The General id (ſembly thinks it convenjent at thu time 1tp 
delay any determingtion in the meter abowernrittcn Wi: 
#1 the next <Afepbly , That in the meane time every 


Presbyterie may take the [ame to their ſerious conſideration, 


and report their judgements to the 4 ſembly, 
Att concerning diſſentingvorces in Pref- | 
byteries and Synods. 


ZXZZHc Aſlembly cbioksit neceſlar , it any Member gf 
Ries Presbyzerics or Sypods thall in raters de- 
=» pending before them ,tharthe Moderator hall re- 
pps fuſe to pytany thing of Importance to voices ; Or 
of it they Aode.any thing carried by plurality of voi- 

=" =. * testo.any determination which they canceive to 

be contrary to the Word of God,the Ads of Aﬀembly,orto the 
received argder wf this Kark ; That ineirher of thelt caſes they 
urge their diſſent to be marked in cheRegifter; And if that be refu- 
ſed , thatthey proteſt as they would defmxerobe free of common 
cenſure with the.reft : And the Aſſembly geclares.thegdiffenters 
ro be cenſurable , tt their dilentfhall.-betquad gtaerwilegorthey 
conceived. | | 


At concerning the Eledion of 4 Moderator 
in Prowingiall Aſſemblies. 


Fe2 He Genera?! Afſembly-unterſtanding thatiſometPso- 

>». vinciall Afſerilies in choofingtheir Moderator , ye 
75. 3 thenfetves: to" thefe Perſons who have been before 
ES2At97 named ant Hefighethih particular Progbyteties;which 
is againſt the libertic of theProyinciall Aﬀernbly:Therefoge-Uiſ- 
charges PreSbyteties'to make any ſuch nontinarion —_— 
% $ be > n 
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8  TheGendbll Mſembb, 1644, 
And ordainProvincialsimtheir firſt meeting, to elec their Mode- 
rator,and to make their own Liſt for that effe& without any ſuch 


FF 


; Af for keeping of the Faſt by the Congreg a- 
_ tions i the T owne where the 
Aſſembly bolds. 


Aſſembly judge it moſt neceſlar & comely,ſeeing 
& the firſt day of the meeting of Generall Aſſemblies, 
©) is by the laudablc practice of this Kirk a day of Fa- 


7a) ſing and Humiliation, forcraving the Lords bleſ- 
" ſing tothat Meeting , Thatnort onely the Members 


=- 


Q 
© 
Tal 


ofthe Aſſembly, bur that allche Congregations alſo of the Town 


where the Aſſembly holds bee ſo exerciſeds: And-thar publick 
worſhip be in all che Kirks thereof that day for that effe, 


He Generall Aſſembly appoints the meeting of the next CA» 
| ſembly , to be upon the Mn, Thurſday of May, in the yeer 1645. © 


TA | 


Of the Aﬀs of the Aſſembly holden at 
Edinburgh, 164.4. not printed. 


apy Leizion of Maſter James Bonar Moderator, Sefl. I. 

BY Continuation of the deciſion in the queſtion concerning tht 
37 from Craill,untill the appellation be Gſeuſ: 
fad. th. © - 


Appointment of Committees for Bills, Reports, &c. Sefl.Il. 

A Letter from the Presbytery at the Armie concerning ſending CMi- 
niſters unto them, Tb. 

A Letter from the Presbyterie in Ireland. Ib. 


The Aſſemblies thankful reſentment of the E.Louthians ſufferings.Ib. - 


The deſire of the Convention of Eſtates , to quicken the proceedings of 
the Aſſembly and the Aſſemblies reſolution thereinto. Ll II. 
Reference to the Commiſcion to be appointed by the Aſſembly for preſen- 
ng Overtwres,. Atts,&c. to the Parliament. Ib. 


Renovation of the Aibof the preceding Afenbly, for planing the vew 
4/7 otieage 


UMI 


UMI 
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Colledet of S. Andrews. Ib, 

Ref. of Denmures Bill, 

Ref. of Aytouns Bll. . 

Committee to conſider ſome Overtures concerning Univerſities and 
Schooles. Se(l.1V. 

Commiſion granted ro M.William Cockburn , M. Hugh Mackale 
for the firſt 3 Moneths beginning the 1.of Aug.next, to M.George 
Dick,and M. John Dick the next 3. Moneths ;, and to M. John Le- 
vingſtoun,and M. Thomas W ylie for the laſt 3. Moneths,to repair 
tothe North of Ireland , bearing the ſame power granted to the Per. 
ſons appointed for that imployment by the preceding Aſſembly. Ib, 

Renovation of the Commiſs10n for ſending Expettants to Ireland, I, 

Recor. of Sir John Weemes of Bogie 4## Bif. lb. 

Comm for viſitation of Orkney, Letland,Caithnes, Sutherland 
and Roſle, to Maſters William Falconer ; aud Murdo Mac- 
keinzie, and Alexander Brodie of that 11k. 

LA for M.George Halyburtouns going to the Army. Ib. 

Report of the Lords of Exchequer their promiſe concerning payment of 
ſome of the arreers of the annuitie of 500. lib. Ib. 

Att and Reference concerning M.James Wood. Ib. 

Reference to the Commiſsion of this Aſſembly concerning the Papers 
preſented by my Lord Wariſtoun , which were diredted to the Com- 
miſsioners of the preceding Aſſembly. Seſl.V. 

Ref.to the Commiſs10n for planting the NewColledge of Aberdene.Ib, 

Tranſportation of M.George Leſlie tothe Kirk of Leſlie. Ib. 

At concerning the planting of the Kirk of Syres. 1b. 

Ref. of the Counteſſe of Kinnowles Bill to the Commiſsion, Ib, 

A concerning M. Andrew Murray Miniſter at Ebdie. Ib; 

AT and Ref.concerning the planting of the Kirk of Lamingroun. Ib. 

Ref .to the Commiſsion of the A(ſembly concerning Overtures for U- 
niverſities and Schooles,8&c. Sel. VI. 

Ref. to the ſaid Commiſion for planting the Kirk of Aberdene.Ib. 

Indiftion of 4 Faſt. Ib. | 

Renovation of the appointment of the preceding Aſſembly for framing a 
Direitory for Worſhip, and for tryall of Synods , Presbyteries , and 
Kirks, 1b 

Ait for the Clerks ſubſcribing the deliverance of the Committee of Bils 
or charity to the diſtreſſed people of Ireland. 1b. 

Ref. to the Commiſzion for conſidering the formes and draughts of 
Commiſsions for viſitation of Univerſities. Ib. 

Act recalling two Acts of the Commiſsion for viſitation of the Univer- 
fty of $. Andrews. 1b. | | 

Recom.to the Commiſsion concerning confirmation of Miniſters Books 
in their wives Teſtaments. Ib. 

Recom.to the ſaid Commiſsion concerning Witches and Charmers. Ib. 

Ref.of the Owvertures of the Synod of Murray tothe ſaid Commi(s. 1b. 

Recom.of D, Adam Stuart. Ib. 

Renova- 
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4 concerning. «MRobert Peirfon Miniſter in Orkney, Tb, 

om:of the Lord Gasks Bl, Tb. DO 
Act concerningthe Kirks of | Aberehirdour and Ennerkethenne. Ib; 
Df ,  Ref.of M.Alex. Pettis Letter tothe Commiſcion of Aſſembly. lb. 
"Jo Act concerning the repoſition of M.John Max wel ſometime Miniſter 


Y "a Glaſgow,with an Ordinance for his ſubſcrilyug « particular De- 
wo claration of the's eſſe of Epiſcop | 


| 29 | #610 . . Ib. Sk 5 ; 

Re Ref. of my Lord Semtons Bill ts the Conpmuſsion of Aſſembly. Tb. 

" Ae Legter from the Presbyterie at the Army, with a Reference 10. the Com- 
 mſsion concerning the reſtraint of 11 anſporring Worwen t0:the dt- 


Bef to the Commiſ[siou of Aſſembly concerniug the Letters from the 
_  Commiſsiontrs at London, &c. and concerning the Paraphraſe of 
_ * the Pſilmer in Meter, 1b. CORR 
| Refeof Lord Yeſters Bill to the ſaid Gommiſcion. 1b. 
= Act concerning M. Alexander Trotter: Ib, 
| Ref. of Margaret Thomſons Bill #9 the Commiſsion of Aſſembly... 1b. 
Remit.to the.Presb. of Achterardour , concerning the matter of M. 
William Cook. Ib. : 
| q 5 houyrg of 2 nar) w_ toBrechen. wn . 
Poe. Qrdinamcefor' the Miniſters of the Presbytery of Peebles their acknow- 
Ef ledger of their diſobedience to Mong both of the General 
I an1 Provincial Aſſewblics, in admitting M. John Hay , upan 
WW their knees before the Provinciall of Louthian z And approba- 
| tion of the diſſenters. with M. John Hayes Declaration , and the 
Aſſemblies Ordinance for his ſubſcribing a particular Declaration 
concerning the unlawfulneſſe of Epiſcopacie. lb. 
Ref.concerning the Kirk of Le\mahago to their Provincial. Tb. 
” Ratification he Contract betwixt James Maxwel of Innerweeke, 
Et and M John Macghie,concerning augmentation of the Miniſters 


T 


a. . proviſion at Dixletoun , and of the Acts of Presbytery and Synod 
LL thereanent . Ib. 

= Ref. from the Presb. of Hadingtoun,and the Aſſemblies Anſwers. Ib. 

= Act for Presb. of Erfiltouns furniſhing of Miniſters to the Maſter of 
-/ 6; Cranſtouns Regiment ,and for ſending forth preſently M. Thomas 
8 Donaldſon. Ib, 


Act for the Presb. of Dalkeith ſending a HMiniiter to La, Nidrics 
| _\ Regiment. Ib. 


Ref. to the Conmiſsion of Aſſembly of the defires and Overtares of 
," Caitnes. Ib. . 
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